
All healthcare facilities should follow the infection control guidance in the section 
Basic Infection Control Principles for Preventing the Spread of Pandemic Influenza 
in Healthcare Settings 
 
The following guidance is intended to address setting-specific infection control 
issues that should also be considered. 
 
 
Prehospital care (emergency medical services) 
Patients with severe pandemic influenza or disease complications are likely to require emergency 
transport to the hospital. The following information is designed to protect EMS personnel during 
transport. 

• Screen patients requiring emergency transport for symptoms of influenza. 
• Follow standard and droplet precautions when transporting symptomatic patients. 
• Consider routine use of surgical or procedure masks for all patient transport when 
pandemic influenza is in the community. 
• If possible, place a procedure or surgical mask on the patient to contain droplets 
expelled during coughing. If this is not possible (i.e., would further compromise 
respiratory status, difficult for the patient to wear), have the patient cover the mouth/nose 
with tissue when coughing, or use the most practical alternative to contain respiratory 
secretions. 
• Oxygen delivery with a non-rebreather face mask can be used to provide oxygen 
support during transport. If needed, positive-pressure ventilation should be performed 
using a resuscitation bag-valve mask. 
• Unless medically necessary to support life, aerosol-generating procedures (e.g., 
mechanical ventilation) should be avoided during prehospital care. 
• Optimize the vehicle’s ventilation to increase the volume of air exchange during 
transport. When possible, use vehiclesnthat have separate driver and patient 
compartments that can provide separate ventilation to each area. 
• Notify the receiving facility that a patient with possible pandemic influenza is being 
transported. 
• Follow standard operating procedures for routine cleaning of the emergency vehicle and 
reusable patient care equipment. 

 


